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SOCIETY of HOMEOPATHS’ CLINICAL GUIDELINES on 
VACCINATION and HOMEOPROPHYLAXIS MARCH 2012 

 
The Society has reviewed its policy and clinical guidelines on vaccination and 
homeoprophylaxis to take into account the most recent scientific research and in response to 
requests by members for clearer guidance in these complex areas of practice.  
 
The Society acknowledges that: 
 
• Homeoprophylaxis is a controversial area of homeopathy which differs significantly from 
usual homeopathic practice  
 
• Homeoprophylaxis is part of the historical tradition of homeopathy and some homeopaths 
believe it to be a valid part of contemporary clinical practice 
 
• Some homeopaths do not recommend homeoprophylaxis due to concerns based on 
issues of homeopathic philosophy and/or inadequate scientific evidence of efficacy or 
effectiveness 
 
•  The current level of scientific evidence on homeoprophylaxis (including historical clinical 
experience and contemporary research) is insufficient to make definitive claims of efficacy or 
effectiveness 
 
• There is sufficient research evidence to suggest that homeoprophylaxis may be effective 
in certain circumstances and the Society therefore supports further rigorous, ethical research 
into its use 
 
Homeoprophylaxis is an area of ongoing research. These guidelines will be reviewed on a 
regular basis to take into account the findings of any new studies as and when they are 
published. 
 
Members of the Society are advised to adhere to the following guidelines; failure to do so 
could result in a breach of the Society’s Code of Ethics and Practice. In the event of a 
complaint or claim being brought against you, this could mean that you are not covered by 
your professional liability insurance and that the Society may not be able to support you in 
the ensuing process.  

While you may feel that there are increasing regulations being placed on the homeopathic 
profession, the Society believes that homeopaths adhering to this policy will be perceived as 
behaving professionally and responsibly, which can only enhance the reputation of our 
profession as a whole. 
 
If you have any queries or comments about this policy, please put them in writing and post, 
email or fax to the Society office. 
 
For the purposes of these guidelines, the following definitions apply: 
Homeoprophylaxis – use of homeopathic medicines to prevent specific infectious diseases, including nosodes, 
genus epidemicus prescriptions or any other homeopathic remedies prescribed with this intention 
Vaccination – administration of a conventional biomedical vaccine according to Department of Health guidelines. 
Serious and/or life-threatening diseases – includes childhood infectious diseases, infectious diseases of adults 
and tropical diseases. 
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Clinical Guidelines on Vaccination and Homeoprophylaxis  
 
1. At this time there is no homeopathic alternative to vaccination or anti-malarial drugs 
which has been proven beyond doubt to be clinically effective. It is therefore unethical for 
homeopaths to advise patients against vaccination for serious and/or life-threatening 
conditions or against the use of anti-malarial drugs. These interventions are contra-indicated 
in certain patients, but guidance on contra-indications is the responsibility of the prescribing 
physician. 
 
2. It is beyond the bounds of clinical competence for professional homeopaths to give 
direct advice to patients about vaccination or the use of anti-malarial drugs. If patients 
request such advice, they should be directed to specialist information resources which 
present arguments both for and against these interventions without bias. The Society is 
preparing a suggested list of resources for this purpose 
 
3. Practitioners should respect individual patient choice on vaccination and malaria 
prevention and treat both those patients who choose to use these interventions and those 
who choose not to use them without prejudice. 
 
4. Homeopaths should not make claims that homeoprophylaxis is clinically effective for any 
specific disease, whether verbally, on a website, or on any printed material.  
 
5. Homeopathic medicines should not be prescribed as an alternative to vaccination or for 
malaria prevention, unless there are exceptional clinical circumstances* as there is 
insufficient scientific evidence of clinical effectiveness. 
 
6. Homoeopaths may supply or prescribe homoeopathic medicines for prophylactic 
purposes only if they have been specifically requested by the patient. Practitioners should 
always document sign and date all discussions, advice and treatment with the patient. Such 
documentation should be kept for a period of at least 6 years. Members may wish to use a 
consent form, but we need to remind members that use of such a form will not offer any 
protection against liability in the event of legal action: it is never possible to exclude liability 
for injury caused by negligence. 
 
*Homeoprophylaxis in exceptional clinical circumstances 
 
There is some research evidence to suggest that homeopathic medicines may be effective in 
preventing serious disease.1,2 Homeoprophylaxis can therefore be ethical and appropriate 
under exceptional clinical circumstances, provided that no claims are made relating to 
proven clinical effectiveness of homeoprophylaxis and written consent is obtained from the 
patient prior to any homeoprophylactic prescription being given. Consent may be evidenced 
by signing of the ‘Homeoprophylaxis Consent Form’ (see below). 
 
‘Exceptional clinical circumstances’ are defined as any of the following, 
 
a) Vaccination or anti-malarial drugs are medically contra-indicated according to the 
prescribing healthcare professional (eg patient’s GP or specialist travel clinic) 
b) No vaccines or preventative drugs are available for the particular disease 
c) Homeoprophylaxis is being used in addition to vaccination or anti-malarial drugs 
d) Homeoprophylaxis is being used within an ethically-approved research study 
e) After consultation with the appropriate NHS services (e.g. their GP or specialist travel  
 clinic), the patient has made an informed choice that they do not wish to use vaccination  
 or anti-malarial drugs 
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HOMEOPROPHYLAXIS CONSENT FORM 
 

 
Date _________________ 
 
I, _______________________________ as the patient, or legal guardian/parent of  
 
________________________________ do hereby declare that: 
 
• I have taken advice on vaccination and/malaria prevention from an appropriate 
NHS service or travel clinic 
 
• I understand that when travelling it is essential that all usual practical measures 
are taken to reduce the risk of infection (e.g. practising good hygiene, use of insect 
repellants, netting and clothing to reduce insect bites etc.) 
 
• I understand that the use of homeopathic medicines to prevent infectious 
diseases (homeoprophylaxis) is controversial both within the homeopathic profession 
and externally 
 
• Only a small number of scientific research studies have been conducted to test 
homeoprophylaxis, so the medicines are of unknown effectiveness and cannot be 
considered to offer protection against infection 
 
• I have chosen to use homeoprophylaxis by free and informed choice, not as a 
result of pressure from the practitioner 
 
• The practitioner has made me aware of NHS guidelines and management 
strategies for acute childhood illnesses and tropical diseases 
 
 
Signed: ______________________________________ (patient/parent/legal 
guardian) 
 
 
Signed: ______________________________________ (practitioner) 
 
 
Please sign two copies. One to be kept by the patient and one by the practitioner 


